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BACKGROUND

Seaview Square Mall is lor ' ' t !.'-••• junction of Routes 35, 66
and 18 in Ocean Township, Moraicuth County, New Jersey. The facil-
ity, built in 1976. is situated on the site of the former M &_T
De Lisa Landfill. The landfill closed in 1975. The property
was purchased by Seaview Square Inc., and a permit to excavate
and redeposit solid waste was applied for and granted by the State.

MATERIALS

While it was in operation, the M & T De Lisa Landfill operated
as a sanitary landfill. According to the last permit filed with
NJSWA, M & T De Lisa accepted only solid municipal waste.

DESCRIPTION OF SITE

The total area of the Seaview Square property is 132 acres in
size. It is bordered on the west by Route 18, the south by Route
66 and the east by Route 35. The mall and parking area cover
approximately 25-30 acres. There are two detention basins located
on the south edge of the property which interrupt the flow of a
stream that empties into Deal Lake to the east. These detention
basins were installed in an effort to control the considerable
sediment deposition that was occurring as a result of parking lot
runoff and stream bed erosion.

According to the blueprints of the mall, the stores are situated
on area which is clean fill, but the parking lot was built on
the actual landfill. On the day of the inspection, much set-
tling and discoloration of the parking lot was observed.

The blueprints (copies of which have been requested from Abbington-
Ney Associates, Freehold, New Jersey) also show a leachate collection
system which runs along the perimeter of the parking lot from the
northwest in a southeasterly direction (see map). Ultimate disposal
of the leachate is unknown. In addition, several gas vents have
been installed on the property.
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There are storm drains along the south, -.i edge of the parking lot
which receive parking lot runoff. Thu drains empty into the
detention basins via connecting pipes. On the day of the inspec-
tion, several pipes were flowing. Because it hadn't rained for
several days previous to the inspection and the parking lot was
dry, the flow was attributed to possible groundwater infiltration
into the pipes. An orange precipitate was observed in the bottom
of the pipes and the detention basins. An odor was detected at
two of the pipes. There was significant algal growth in the
detention basins.

A leachate pooling area was observed on the eastern side of the
mall (see map). The vegetation was discolored and the pool had
a sheen on the surface. An odor was noticed in this area.

On a subsequent inspection on March 19, 1980, the day after a
heavy rainfall, a leachate stream was observed which was flowing
into the easternmost detention basin. Again, an odor was detected.

Upstream of the detention basin and along the western side of the
mall, the stream was found to have a sheen on the surface and the
orange floe-like material on the bottom. There was a storm drain
flowing into the stream on March 19, 1980. The rocks under the
outfall were discolored and an odor was detected.

GEOLOGY AND GROUNDWATER

The Seaview Square property lies in what the Monmouth County
208 Flan calls the Atlantic Ocean drainage basin. This area,
which receives its groundwater from the Raritan-Magothy forma-
tion, is characterized by sandy soil with alternating clay layers,
Groundwater flows in a southeasterly direction towards the ocean.
Water quality in this aquifer is reported to be good to excellent
except for high levels of iron and manganese. The orange color
in the basins could be due to the high iron content.

The blueprints of the mall showed that the groundwater had been
dug into when the landfill was operating.

SAMPLING

No samples were taken at this site.
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STATE AND LOCAL 7 ___ ...

LOCAL

Hugh McClosky, the Cc^n Township engineer, has been working with
Seaview Square on tho erosion and runoff problems, which, as stated
previously, were extensive. Mitigative measures such as vegetative
ground cover plantin^ have been employed. There has been no local
involvement regarding complaints or problems associated with leachate
or chemical contamination of receiving waters.

STATE

Copies of inspection reports from the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection show that inspectors have visited the site
periodically since it was sold to Seaview Square Inc. The reports
indicate that on several occasions there were complaints of exposed
refuse and odors while the fill was being excavated and redistrib-
uted for the construction of the mall.

Also on file with the State is the registration for the excavation
and redeposition of the landfill for the mall. It outlines certain
conditions that must be met for approval of the project. These
include polyethylene liner for all leachate underdrains, gas vents
and monitoring wells. The monitoring wells could not be located
on the day of the inspection.

CONCLUSIONS

There does not seem to be an Immediate health hazard associated
with the Seaview Square site since there are no drinking water
supplies (surface or groundwater) within proximity of the site.

However, leachate is flowing directly into the stream and indi-
rectly through probable infiltration into the storm sewer. The
color and odor of the leachate indicate that there is the potential
for ground and surface water contamination. In order to determine
the nature of that contamination, further investigation is recom-
mended, Including sampling of the stormwater outfalls and receiving
waters.
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